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The following is an account of replies made shortly before 14 March 1947 by

& Spanish monarchist in Lisbon who is close to Don Juan to questions concern-
ing the organization end adminlstration of tha monarchist groups, and in
particular to the following charges which have been made sgainst the
monarchists inside and outside Spain:

Indifference to monarchy because the monsrchists, inciudinz the
Pretender himself, were quite content to sit back and wait until
in due course the monarchy wes restorsd by General Franco.

The secret desire on the part of the Pretender and his advisers
%0 come to an agrasment with General Franco for restoration of
the monarchy without the support of anti~France elements.

Tack of unity among monarchista, esch group endeavoring to secure
811 future advantages for itself.

1. Ag te the first charve, the Pretender hes made it clsar aince 1642 that he
was not prepared to accept responsibility for Ceneral Franco's regime, snd
that neither was he prepasred in any wey ic bocome the head of a fascist state
in succession to Ceneral Franco. His wmanifesto of 19 March 1945 made this
position abundantly clsar. It would be difficult, however, for monarchists
in peneral te prove that this charge is without foundation as apainst them
and not the Protander, althousgh some monarchiste in exile, and 8 faw inside
Spain, such as Ceneral Kindelan, can bte excepted. Don Juan's manifesto was
raceived with hoatility in 1945. Official propsganda haz been go effective
that any criticism of Genaral Franco wes interprsted es a bid for left-

. wing collaboration and as submlssion to the Anglo-Saxons and to Scviet
Russis. Wvents, however, have proven that the Pretender was right, end
many people whe criticized him then now seem to be prepared to accept his
indictment of Franco. Developments of the past few months show that the
Pretender is reapinz the benefit of what so many people, inside and
outgide Spain, termed a disastrous policy. Left-wing elements have
opened conversations with Don Juan on the strengsth of the fact that he
never accepted solidarity with General Franco. Some right-wing elements
are now looking to Don Juan as a possible link betwsen.them and those of
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Ag to ths second charge, under the inflrence of offlcial propgsanda and alwo
on the strencth of insinuations often made by “renco that he would some day
rastore the traditional institutions of Spain, many Spenish conservative
elamenty felt, end soma of them feel even now, that Don Juan shonld wait
until Franco placed him on the throne of his forefathers. Also, Trance
sonvinced many peopls that there would be a war batwesn the nited States
and Russia, and shat be would be hailed as the champion of Western civili-~

. sation. His financial difficulties would then vanigh, he would receivs a

huge losn, and Spain would be flooded with coods and money from the 'mited
Statga. Why challense & leadsr #ho wag in such an advantageous position?
let him oarry on. The fact that so far no such loan has heen wranted and
Tranco's financial difficuliies are inerassinz every day has éhaken many
people, especially bankers, out of their previous attitude, and, quite
apert from such revesling symptoms as the demonstrations which took place
_1set month, there is rrowing evidence that the conservative clasues are
ebbine away from France. Thay are beginning to realize that Franco paves
the way 4o cormunism through his mismenapement of oublic firance end hins
encourszemeht of the blsck market. The only way out, in thelr eyes, is a
regsime which Ja more congenial to the Weatsrn Powers. IL there is to be
a war with Soviet Ruasia, then the 'nited States and “reat Britain will
b8 arxious to avoid being open to the charge by their own public epinien
of protecting a survivor of Fitler and Yussolini. So much for Pranco's
claim to be the defenrder of Western civilization.

The chargse of lack of unity applies aspecially to people like Gil Robles,
Neneral Apanda, Ognersl Beigbeder, Sount Rodezno end fsreral Kindelsn,
who, althourh dissgreeing with Zeneral Tranco, could not agree among
themaelies 28 to the best mothods of removing him. The charve waa ahso-
Intely true until a fortnight awo, when s feceration of monarchist forces
wap set up with a committee whose randate was to nepotiete with the
moderate left wing. Its purpose was to put en end to fensral Belgbs-erts
incursions into party politics. After having floundered for g weak,
Deneral Yelrbeder himself has accepted the asuthority of this conmitloes
and at the present moment negotimtions are poing on inside and outside
Spein with the Socialiats and with the syndicaliste, on the ong condition
that there be no contacts, direct or indirsct, with the Cormunlst Party

" ingide or outeide Spain.

On 10 March 1947, Don Juan's covncil met in Sstoril to consider the
sitvation. The following peopla were present:
Tho oude de log Andes, & constitutional monarchist.
Former Minister of Finance Wais, a constitutional monerchist.
Tormer “*inister for Yoreign Affairs Consales Hontoria, an
intarnational jurist. Ye represents a sroup of roderste
militery chisfe and was the adviger of the late Cenersl Jordana.
Professor Pemsrtin of ¥adrid 'niversity, s Catholic lesder.
Joss Faris 011 Robles, ths leader of the Catholic Center.

Pedro Sainz Rodrizuez, a constitutiorsl monarchist.

Julio lopsz Olivan, former registrar of the Hapue Zowrt and
former Republjican Ambdssador in lLondon.

Conde do Rodezno, one of the traditionalist leaders.
Fugenio Vegas latapie, a& traditionalist leader.
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Juan Ventosa and the Duke of Albs were refused exit visas.% General Kindelan
and the Archbishop of Valsncia did not even think it worth their while to
apply for exit visas, in view of their position vis-asvis Franco. The Conde
de Rodezno at first was vefused permisajon to leave Spain, but later Franco
summoned him saying that he had raconsidsred his decision and was permitting
him to lesve. Frenco‘s action in treatin~ the case in this manner, obviously
an attempt to inoratiste himself in the eyes of the monarchists, did not
produce the desired results. Don Juan upon haaring the story from Rodezno
stated, "It was ss great an insult as a man can rocaive.®

5, The council azreed to give Don Juan a full vote of confidence %o carry out
whatewer converaations he desmed fit with the lelt-winy parties or with
foreiwn powers. In the meantime, the different propazandsa 1saflets, which
have been comins out in ths 1ast thrse ronths, show that there is a :reater
effort of propaganda and a greater unity amons the different monarchist
Zroupd..

6. Jon Juan's position ean be suwred up briefly as follows:

He will not so back to Spajn unless he is satisfied that whatever
powers he receives from the milivary alements, from the republican
@lements, or from any other elements, inside or outside the couniry,
sre confirmed by the plebiseite.

Ag has already been wmede clear above, he will not allow any membar
of a monarchist party to have dealinps of any kind with the
Communist Party; that in the reason why he will never recognize
the Republican Covernment-in-Bxile as a party to any negotiation.
. Jowaver, he is guite ready to talk to some of the orsanizations -
the porely republicen partles, the Socialist Party, and the
eyndicalist organization - which are represented in the sald
govarnrent. ’

Be will not allow any ronarcrist to accept government appoirted
posts from Franco; whoever accepbs such a post is auvtomatically
ragarded as ro lonzar & follower of Don Juan In the sirict senae
of the word. He made this position clear to Nicolas Franco,
Spanish Ambasaador to Portuial and brother of the neneral, in
the convereation he had with him on 1) Narch 1947, es he had on
previous occasions, especially 23 Deeember 1046, when he refused
% let his aldest son be taken to Spain and educated there under
the auspices of “enoral Franco. '

25X1A
Somments . : .
Accordiny to the 22 ¥arch isaue of 1'Bspapme Republicains, Spanish
emigre newspaper in VFraroe, the Duke of Alba and Ventoss finally
succeeded in sesurins exit visas, srriving 3in Lisben at the end of
the meetin’a, The press dispatch also mertions the arrivel in
1.isbon of Jose larraz, former ¥inister of Tinance.
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